Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowledge as the members of:

Birch Parish Council

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of intemal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

1. We have put in place arrangements for eflectve tnancial
management during the yaar, and for the praparation of
the acoounsng statemeants.

| prepared ils sccounting statements i Scoordance
with the Accounts and At Regulations

2. We maintsined an adequale sysi;n af internal control
including measures designed o prevent and datect Faud
and camuption and reviewad its effectivenass,

made proper arrangements and sccepiad raspenabity ,
for safeguarding the pubie money and rescurces in ’
s charpe.

3. We tock all reasonabie steps 1o assure ourselves
that there are no matiers of actusl or potentisl
non-compianca with laws. regulations and Proper
Pracices thal codd have a significant financial efiact
on e ability of this authonty to conduct its
busineas of manage its financas

has anly dane whet & has e legal powar & do and has
compied with Proper Praclices im dang 50,

4. W provided proper huring e year for
the axanciss of sectors rights In accordance with the
requiremants of the Acoounts and Audit Regulaticns

dunng the yaar gave = persans nferested the coporunly fo
Mspoct and ask Queshions abaut this authonily's sccounds

| 5. Wi camieg out 8n assassment of the risks facing this
autharity and fock aporopniate steps Lo mansge thase
nsks, Including the introcuction of intesnal consrols andior
extemal NsusnNca covar where required

considand and docurmanted the fnancial and other risks if
faces and deeit with them propery

6. We maintanad througheut the year an adequale and
mmdnmwmdmm
racords snd contral systems

mmhaMW, -‘ndopmmofchc.w
conlros and procedives, (o ghve an objective wew an whefhar
intevrral controls meaf e needs of ivs smadar authonly

. We tock Rppropriate acbon on all malters rased
in reports from intamal and extemal audit.

~

mqomdfomoﬂgrsmuroksmnnbnbymﬁaland
axtemal aual

8. We consdlared whether any litigation, liabiltes or
COmMMEMBnts, events oc transactions, occurring emer
curing oF 6Mer the year-end, have & fnancial impact cn
this authanty and, where appropriste, have included them
in the accounting statements

9. (Fer bocal councie only) Trust funds induding
chantabla. In our capacay 35 the 2ole managng

| Inuses we discharged our accountabilisy

| responsbilites for the fund(s)/essets, including

financial reparting and. if required, ndependent

axaminabon o SudiL

isciosad everything i shoold have sbout T Dusiness achvily
dunng the weer incuding events taking plscs aler the year
end ¥ radevent

s met al of s responsibilties whers, 25 2 body |
corporale, f (3 & sole managng usiee of 8 local
frust or frusls.

v

"Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheetrfor «éh ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified. These sheots must be published with the Annual

Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority on
06/05/2025

and recorded as minute reference:
25117 (i)

www.birchparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was glven;

e CRine. Bomy
o

Clark

N
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

Birch Parish Council

WIre icie nancal oy

| 1. Balances brought | Total balances and ressrves st the beginning of the yesr

forward 32,696 42,330 as recorded in the fnancial records. Value must agrse to
| Box 7 of previous year, )
L 2.(%) Precé;n or Rates and ' Total amouwnt of precept {or for ID8s rates and levies)
Levies 17,000 18,000 received or receivable in the year. Exciude any grants
3. (#) Total other recaipts Tofal income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
42 097 25,840 the pracept or ratesfevies received (lne 2). Includs sny
’T(-) Stafr costs Total expenditure ar payments made 1o and on beha¥
5212 5381 of al employees. Include gross salanes and wages,

employers NI contribubions. employers pension
cqntﬂburlms. aratuities and severance payments.

5. (=) Lean hﬁarestlcaplal "(rot;I expandifure or payments of éapka! and intevesl!
repaymants 0 0| made during the year on the suthonty's borrowings (if any).
6. (<) All other payments Total expenditve orpéﬁne'n‘téﬁa} racorded in the cash-
44 251 $3,523| book less staff costs (line 4) and loan inferssticspits!
repayments (ine 5). L2
7. (=) Balances caried Tolal bavances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 42,330 27,066| oqual (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)
— . - .
&, Total value of cash and ‘ = g s 6] Tl}gmo!adwn;}iwaebbsﬁ bank accownts, cash
shert term investments 42,330 27,066/ holdings and short term investments hsid as st 31 March -
_ - Toagrapwimbanknmnclﬂaﬂoq.
9, Total fixed assets plus | The value of all the praperty the authonty owns - # is made
long tarm nvesiments 176,433 176,433 up of al its fixed assets and long fem investments as at
| and assets | 31 March,

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of aW floans |

|
0 O trom tira parsios (inciuding PWLE), ]

For Lotal Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustes and |
{mcluding charitable) is responsible for mansging Trus! funds or assels.

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds v | The figurss in the accounting statements above
{inciuding charitable) | exclude any Trust Iravisschions

| certify that for the yaar ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting | | confirm that these Accounting Statements were
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability | approved by this authority on this date

Retumn have been prepared on either a receipts and payments | 06/05/2025

or income and expenditure basis following the gudance in |

Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities ~ a
Practtioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and present fairly ; ference:
the financial position of this authority. = roc;rdf AU '
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being | 29/ 17 (il)

presented to the authority for approval

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Staterments were approved

s 05/05/2025 SHin X :ﬂ.},

Annual Govemance and Accountability Return 2024/25 Form 3

~ Page50f6
Local Councils, Intemal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*



Section 3 - External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25
In respect of Birch Parish Councll - EX0022

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to compilete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with
Internaticnal Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit
Is appropriate for those local public bedies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behaif of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAQ website — hitlos fwaw nac,org.ukicode-audit.
pradlica/guidance-and-infarmation-for-suditors/

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has a sound
system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in accordance with
Proper Practices which:

+ summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025 and

* confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our dulies and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor's limited assurance opinion 2024/25

Except for the matters reporied belaw, on the basis of our review of Secticns 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and Accountabiity Retum (AGAR),
in our cpinion the information in Secticns 1 and 2 of the AGAR i in accardance with Proper Practicas and no other matiers have come to our
altention giving cause or concam that relevant legislaion and reguiatery requirements have not bean met.

Tha AGAR has not been signed In accordance with the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015:;
*  Section 1 was not signed by the Clerk; and
*  Section 2 was not signed by the Responsible Finance Officer.

e
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Nooe

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

W certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability

a:turnég;\g discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31
rch :

External Aucitor Narme

PKF LITTLEJOHN LLP
Extermal Auditer Signature PEF Lt s  LES Date 09/09/2025
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